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Climate change has a visible impact in the melting polar landscapes, and in the shrinking islands of low 
lying nations; but is also occurring in our backyards. The northeastern United States is already seeing 
some of the highest sea level rise due to the warming and expanding oceans, together with the region’s 
proximity to ocean currents and the Atlantic’s overturning circulation. These landscape paintings of the 
vulnerable and disappearing shorelines of Long Island present the story of climate change as a tale of 
loss, struggle, awareness, and we hope, eventual human triumph in the face of adversity.  

 
To convey these changing and ephemeral environments, very thin layers of oil paint are brushed onto 
sanded aluminum.  Portions of the aluminum are often left exposed to produce a unifying luminescence 
that can either permeate each painting, or, if viewed at different angles, obliterate the image. In addition, 
these works are produced in collaboration with nature. Wet underpaintings are exposed to various forms 
of precipitation, or submerged in water. The naturally manipulated surface aids in the determination of 
the final composition. The transient quality of the resulting image enhances the fragility of these 
endangered scenes.  
 
Lisa Lebofsky is a painter residing in Brooklyn, New York. She holds a BFA in metalsmithing from 
SUNY New Paltz, and an MFA in painting from the New York Academy of Art. Her work is in private 
collections, and has been exhibited in solo and group shows both nationally and internationally. She is 
the recipient of several awards and residencies including the Prince of Wales Scholarship travel grant to 
the Château de Balleroy, France (2005), Terra Nova National Park artist in residence (2010), the BRIO 
(Bronx Recognizes Its Own) Grant from the Bronx Council of the Arts (2010, 2014), New Bedford 
Whaling Museum artist in residence (2013) and Saltonstall Foundation artist in residence (2014).  

 
Ms. Lebofsky finds inspiration and collects source material by traveling extensively to immerse herself 
in different natural environments. She primarily paints onsite, but also takes digital photos to cultivate a 
library of images for work in her studio in the Lower East Side of Manhattan. Recent travels include 
Antarctica, Newfoundland and Labrador, Greenland, and the Maldives.  
 
“Rip Current” paintings by Lisa Lebofsky runs November 19, 2015 through February 12, 2016, at The 
Charles P. Sifton Gallery, Theodore Roosevelt U.S. Courthouse, 225 Cadman Plaza East, Brooklyn, 
New York. The opening reception, on Thursday November 19, from 5-7pm, is free and open to the 
public. Courthouse hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm. For more information, contact 
RipCurrentExhibition@gmail.com. 


